










Additional Services

We pride ourselves on including most things that you will require in our prices,

but for that special event you may require additional services.  Please do not

hesitate to discuss your requirements with us.

For Example:

Summer receptions with Champagne (or sparkling wine) and Strawberries

Winter receptions with Sherry or Mulled Wine and Canapes

Barbecues, Finger Buffets and Barn Meals

Gala & Themed Dinners

After Dinner Port & Stilton

House Wines from £7.95 per bottle

Study room for last minute alterations to presentations or to connect to the

internet

Use of the Telephone in Study room will be monitored and charged as used

All meeting rooms are equipped with Flipcharts, Overhead Projectors, TV and

Video Players included in the price.

If you require Data Projectors, Laptop Computers or interactive Whiteboard,

these are available on site at just £25 per day, per item 

All of the above services are subject to availability and must be prebooked

“I can’t think of a more idealistic
place to spend 48 Hours –
Amazing quality, do I have to go
home?”
Participant

Winchester & Eastleigh NHS Trust
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The History of Dunford House

Dunford House was the home of Richard Cobden, the Victorian statesman and

liberal proponent of Free Trade.  It still contains a lively record of Cobden’s

interests and activities – promoting education for all, leading the Anti-Corn Law

League, campaigning for Free Trade and the ending of the colonial relations.

Cobden’s vision led to the idea of the Great Exhibition of 1851, for which he was a

Royal Commissioner, Dunford’s solarium was designed by Joseph Paxton the

creator of Crystal Palace.  A Sevres vase was a gift of Napoleon III for Cobden’s

role in organizing an Anglo-French trade treaty which removed the causes of a

potential war.  Much of Cobden’s library and personal gifts remain as testimony to

a lively activist who was at heart a home man.

When you are on a conference at Dunford you are among these treasures, soak up

the atmosphere and enjoy the heritage.  Part of the house is the old farmhouse

where Cobden was born, then you can move into the Drawing and Music rooms

where he, his wife and children entertained.  Not a grand man, but he loved

nothing better than “the wooded parts of Sussex”.

In January of 1952, the National Council of YMCA’s had accepted the endowment of Dunford House for general educational

purposes.  Over the next decade, Dunford House established its reputation as a centre for critical thinking, new ideas and

action.  A new emphasis developed around the relationship between industry, training and education.

By the 1970’s use by commercial groups’ for training Senior Managers, encouraged development of the property.  This has

continued and today Dunford House is also a popular Conference and Training venue with a variety of different organisations

from the Voluntary Sector, Local Authorities, Health Organisations, while remaining the National Training Centre for the

YMCA providing uptodate facilities in the ambience of an historic country house.

“Thank you for another wonderful,
valuing and caring residential.  It
has been a delight to bring a group
of young people who are beginning
their training to this place packed
full of benevolent, intelligent and
active human beings.  Your whole
staff team reflects the sprit of the
Cobden Family (as I see them).
Your attention to detail and polite
engagement with all in our group
is greatly appreciated from food to
a friendly welcome and courteous
service”
Moira Smyth – Development Worker

(Training Department)

Hampshire Youth Service

1952 - Building a future Richard Cobden - 1804 – 1865
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About the YMCA

The YMCA Movement has grown to become one of the biggest Christian charities in

the world working in over 120 countries with 30 million members worldwide.

Founded 160 years ago, the YMCA builds on a long history of providing a place for

young people to find acceptance, community and activity.

With around 150 YMCA member associations in England providing professional and

relevant services that make a difference to the lives of young people in over 250

communities.

The YMCA does this by offering high quality services in seven integrated areas

including: 

Housing and Homelessness - the YMCA is the largest voluntary sector provider of

safe, supported accommodation in England for single men and women between the

ages of 16 and 35 

Sport, Health, Exercise and Fitness - the YMCA is the largest voluntary sector

provider of health and fitness services that promote physical activity and healthy living

Crime and Safety - the YMCA led groundbreaking work with young people in

prisons and ex-offenders and continues to work vigorously to help reduce the risk of

young people either turning to crime or becoming victims of crime 

Education and Skills - the YMCA offer a variety of vocational, formal and informal

school- and work-based learning opportunities for young people to develop skills and

achieve recognition 

Money and Work - the YMCA offer a range of services designed to help increase the

employability and financial awareness of young people, helping them to find and keep

meaningful jobs 

Citizenship and Personal Development - the YMCA empower young people by

involving them in activities that stimulate, challenge and enable them to realise their

potential and participate fully in their communities

Parenting and Family - the YMCA offer a variety of services that help promote

positive family relationships and is one of the largest providers of childcare and school-

based initiatives 

Every YMCA association in England is autonomously managed and works to meet

the specific needs of young people in their local communities to find out more

information about your local association please visit www.ymca.org.uk or call 020

8509 4551

“Its fun to stay at the YMCA!  The
team from Oasis Trust had a great
weekend – lots of work done and a
wonderful setting to relax in as
well.  Thank you to all at Dunford
House” 
Steve Chalk - Founder

Oasis Trust

“The YMCA's vision is
of an inclusive
Christian Movement,
transforming
communities so that all
young people truly
belong, contribute and
thrive.”






